
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1841.] Views of Quakers on Civil Government. 69 

crisis of the public sentiment and policy, the Senators and Represen- 
tatives in Congress from this State be requested to conform their 
action, as nearly as may be, to the principles and spirit of these res- 
olutions. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That a copy of these resolutions 
be communicated to the President of the United States, to each of 
the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State, and to 
the Executives of the different States of this Union, with a request 
that they may be laid before the respective Legislatures of the same. 



VIEWS OF QUAKERS ON CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

We have from the first maintained, that the strictest principles of 
peace are consistent with civil government, and have referred, for 
proof of their actual consistency, to the case of the Quakers, who de- 
nounce all war as contrary to the gospel, yet recognize civil govern- 
ment as an ordinance of Heaven. 

We have before us a new confirmation of our views respecting the 
consistency of peace and civil government. It is a document issued 
by " the Representatives of the Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends for New England " in 1840, and obviously designed to guard 
its members against confounding their views of peace with that 
theory which discards all human government as contrary to the 
Christian dispensation. 

The Society first assert their belief that all war is wrong. 

" We do indeed believe that war and fighting are contrary to the 
Divine will, and unlawful for us as Christians — and we cannot, 
therefore, in any way, countenance or contribute to military opera- 
tions." 

They proceed next to illustrate from the Bible, and their own 
standard writers, their views of civil government. 

" But while we have thus feltbound uncompromisingly to maintain 
our belief of the peaceable nature of the Christian dispensation, we 
have ever acknowledged the propriety and necessity of human gov- 
ernment in conducting the affairs of men, and have since our origin, 
from time to time, declared our views in this respect, manifesting 
our fidelity to whatever government an overruling Providence might 
place us under. Nor do we believe that in this way our peaceable 
principles are at all infringed upon. 

" We find in the New Testament clear and undeniable evidence 
that civil government was fully recognized by Christ himself and his 
apostles ; and we have ever considered it to be essential to the pres- 
ervation of good order and the promotion of the happiness of man — 
nor have we as a Society any unity with the views of those who deny 
the necessity of human governments. 

" When the apostle Peter was inquired of, " Does not your master 
pay tribute ?" he replied in the affirmative, and Christ upon the 
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occasion wrought a miracle to obtain money to pay for himself and 
the apostle. Here the authority of civil government in exacting tribute 
is acknowledged by our Lord, and practically complied with ; and 
in no instance do we find that he refused to conform to it, but 
expressly commanded to 'render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's.' 

" We may now introduce several injunctions and conclusions of 
the apostles respecting governments in their own words. 'Let every 
soul be subject unto the higher powers; for there is no power 
but of God. The powers that be are ordained of God : whosoever, 
therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God ; for 
rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou, then, 
not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt 
have praise of the same; for he is the minister of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth 
not the sword in vain ; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
exeeute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs 
be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake : For, for 
this cause ye pay tribute also; for they are God's ministers, attending 
continually upon this very thing.' Rom. 13: 1 — 6. 'Submit your- 
selves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake; whether it be 
to the king as supreme, or unto governors as unto them that are 
sent by bim for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of 
them that do well: For so is the will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.' Peter, 1st Epis- 
tle, 2 : 13, 15. ' Put tbem in mind to be subject to principalities and 
powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work.' Titus, 
3 : 1. The apostle Paul acknowledges and practically submits to 
the authority of human governments, when he declared unto Festus 
that if he had 'committed auy thing worthy of death, he refused not 
to die,' and then appealed unto Caesar to be judged by him. 

"These citations from Holy Scripture we think sufficiently estab- 
lish the position that civil government was recognized and sustained 
by the author of Christianity and his apostles, and we now proceed 
to show that the Society of Friends has always acknowledged its 
authority and contributed to its support; and to prove this, we shall 
quote from various writers of standard authority in the Society. 
And, firstly, we adduce the testimony of George Fox on this point. 

"In his address to Charles 2d, from the prison in Worcester, he 
asserts that 'the spirit which leads people from all manner of sin 
and evil is one with the magistrates' power and with the righteous 
law ; for the law being added because of transgression, so the spirit 
which leads out of transgression is the good spirit of Christ and is 
one with the magistrates in the higher powers and owns it and them; 
and he expressly declares that he and his Friends ' are not against, 
but stand for all good government.' 

" He sometimes called upon the civil authority to interpose its 
sheltering power to protect his person, and in an Epistle to Friends 
in some of the West India Islands, when the Governor had desired 
them to take a part in keeping up a watch to protect from incursions, 
and had granted them the privilege of* doing so without carrying 
amis, he enters into an argument to show the propriety of their com- 
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plying ; and enjoins them faithfully to perform this service, and report 
to the magistrates all cases of offence that they may discover, in 
order that the offender may he arrested in his course and punished — 
and thus proceeds: 'For rulers are not to be a terror to the good 
workers, but to the evil; and wilt thou, then, not be afraid of the 
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the 
same ; for he is a minister of God to thee for good, for he should keep 
down the devil; but if thou doest that which is evil, be afraid ; for 
he beareth not the sword * in vain ; for he is the minister of God 
to revenge and execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. So he is 
the revenger and executioner of the wrath upon the evil doer, as 
God hath placed him — on him that steals, or kills, or bears false wit- 
ness,' &c. 'And to that power that executes the revenge, and brings 
the sword * upon the murderer, thief, false witness and other evil 
doers, we must be subject to that power, and own that power, not 
not only for wrath, but for conscience sake ; which is for the pun- 
ishment of the evil doers, and the praise of them that do well.' " 

Other quotations are made from George Fox, Robert Barclay, 
Pyott, Burrough and Penn, all conspiring to prove, beyond a doubt, 
that the Friends have from the first held both to peace and govern- 
ment. 

We revert to this subject, not for any purpose of reproach or odium, 
but in order to keep before our readers the important fact, that the 
strongest advocates of peace have ever been, with a few recent ex- 
ceptions, decided advocates of civil government as an ordinance 
from God for the good of man. Whether our views of peace are 
right, we do not now inquire ; but we insist on the indisputable fact, 
that whether right or wrong, they are actually consistent with a 
belief in human government. 



OFFICIAL LETTER, 
From the Society of Christian Morals, Paris, to the President of the A. P. S. 
Our readers are already apprized, that this Society, organized in 
1828, has from the first included peace among its objects; but it 
will be seen from the following communication, that they now pro- 
pose to take up the subject with new zeal in a way likely to accom- 
plish much more good than ever before. Our Society has already 
replied to this letter; and we shall hope hereafter for a correspond- 
ence with our co-workers in France more frequent and valuable 
than heretofore. 

Society of Christian Morals, { 
Paris, 17th March, 1841. j 
Secretary's Office, No. 12, Taranne Street. 

Mr. President, — We have the honor to address to you the Jour- 
nal of Christian Morals of 11th January, from which you will lenrn, 

* The term sword is used by Friends figuratively, as emblematical of the power vested 
in the civil magistrate. 



